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1
Decision/action requested

In this box give a very clear / short /concise statement of what is wanted.
2
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3
Rationale

The security assurance work in SA3 and GSMA has gained a lot of traction in the recent years. 3GPP by now has covered all the critical functions in EPS and 5GS and is continuously working to cover new features. However, there are few issues that would benefit from further clarifications.
3.1
Relation between feature release and SCAS release

The SCAS work has somehow evolved into a streamline process. In fact, every time 3GPP completes the work on a set of features for a given release (say Rel-n), SA3 initiates an umbrella SCAS WID in the following release (Rel-n+1) to cover such new features. This is by necessity, since it is not possible to develop the SCAS requirements and tests in parallel to the features within the same release timeline. Observe, that this is not entirely in line with the 3GPP drafting rules or working procedures since it is expected that the set of specifications belonging to the same release are self-contained. This cannot apply to the SCAS specifications (of say Rel-n) since they pertain to features specified in the previous release (Rel-n-1). Now while this is understood for the delegates who have been involved in the SCAS work, it is not documented anywhere in our methodology documents.
3.2
SCAS drafting rules

Another observation is related to our methodology document TR 33.916 [3]. The document goes to a great extent in describing the processes and procedures not directly related to the development of the SCASes but to other aspects such as accreditation, audit, testing activities, etc. These aspects are no longer relevant since GSMA took the lead on the process, a.k.a. NESAS, and 3GPP's task in this is to deliver the SCASes for 3GPP NPs. On the other hand, TR 33.916 [3] provides also guidance on the drafting of SCASes (clause 5) which is essential to our work. Therefore, clarifications related to the issues raised in the previous clauses could be addressed by CRs to TR 33.916 [3]. However, due to the fact that a considerably large part of the content in TR 33.916 [3] is no longer relevant, it would be confusing to keep maintaining and improving such a report without deprecating irrelevant content.
4
Detailed proposal

In order to address the raised issues, it is proposed to update TR 33.916 [3] to improve and ensure a complete SCAS drafting guidance. Alternatively, one can create a new TR for the guidance. In practise this would require transfering all relevant content from TR 33.916 [3], adding guidance to address the issues above and also update the references in all the other SCAS documents. This alternative, though possible, is not our preferred one.
Observe that the goal of the work is not to introduce any new functionality or mechanisms but rather align the current SCAS relevant methodology documents. Hopefully this would improve our SCAS related work, promote it, and make it more accessible to new comers and anyone interested.

